
2012 01 24 excerpt council re unoffensive sign 
 
[00:00:50] JT: Point of order your worship ..  uh.. before we begin the budget 
deliberations I was approached by a member of our staff to point out to council that there 
is a sign in the building that is offensive  .. that is considered offensive by at least one 
staff member  and I’d like the council to deal with that matter before we begin our budget 
deliberations if possible 
 
JC:  OK do you have a recommendation? 
 
JT:  My recommendation is that they ask that the sign be removed from the town hall 
property at this time 
 
JC: We’re going to check the procedural by-law. 
 
[unintelligible sidebar] 
 
JC:  OK I have a resolution moved by councillor Turner seconded by councillor 
Kirkland that the offensive sign being displayed in the council chambers be removed 
immediately.  Is there any discussion? 
 
MB: Can we have a definition of what offensive means? 
 
JC: We can look up the workplace health and safety it’s a staff member deems it to be 
offensive then that’s … we have to deal with it .. do you wish to .. [spoken to JT] 
 
JT; There’s uh  .. you’ll all pardon me .. there’s an obvious sexual connotation 
involved here  .. but that is not what brought it to my attention …. it was brought to my 
attention by a staff member and said it was certainly offensive to her ..  the fact that that 
employee says that it is offensive is enough for me to have to take action  ... to ask 
council to take action 
 
JC: OK … any other questions?  Seeing no other questions … all in favour ?   … 
opposed? ..   OK we’ll ask whoever owns the sign to remove it immediately 
 
Citizen:    I do this under duress under protest 
 
JC: There’s no debate 
 
Citizen: I’ve broken no by-law, broken no rules, I just want to state that clearly 
 
[sign removed] 
 
JC: Ok moving … yes  [to MB] 
 
MB:   when I talked yesterday in regards to the conservation authority going to ….. 
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[More unrelated to signs] 
 
[00:05:22] JT: Your worship I asked that the sign be removed from the council 
chamber  ..  the sign has not been removed from council chambers it’s merely been 
turned around and another one displayed 
 
JC:   That is correct .. the sign was asked to be removed .. thank you for bringing that 
to my attention  … THE SIGN HAS BEEN ASKED TO BE REMOVED  ..   reconfirm 
it’s the sign .. including the stake and everything, that is to be removed 
 
JT: That was my intention your worship, when I put that forward 
 
JC: I will reiterate .. please remove the sign 
 
Citizen: I will not remove the sign …   I will not remove the sign 
 
JC: Then we will .. You have … Under our procedures you have received your first 
verbal warning ….. then [to Clerk] what do I do? .. Ok … um … new resolution … 
what’s council’s wishes here .. he’s refusing to remove …  failing that  … a second 
resolution asking him to remove the sign .. 
 
JT: The resolution’s been put forward  .. have the sign removed 
 
JC: That’s correct 
 
JT: Removing a portion of the sign does not fulfill your ruling 
 
JC: OK I will ask you one more time, and then we will have it removed .. Please 
remove the sign immediately. 
 
Citizen:  Sir I did remove the sign. 
 
JC: No 
 
Citizen:  The protest, the protest was over the sign that Mr. Turner says that was 
offensive.. I removed the sign that Mr. Turner said was offensive.  That’s the sign he was 
talking about. 
 
JC: [To JT]  Do you wish to put forward another resolution ? .   for the entire sign 
with the wording made clear? 
 
JC: I’ll be happy to do so your worship. 
 
JT: Can we amend that one to say that…  
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JC: Nope it’s already passed.  
 
JT: [unintelligible] 
 
[00:09:02] JC: OK on a point of order from … we have a resolution moved by 
councillor Turner seconded by councillor Kirkland that the offensive sign in its entirety 
displayed in the council chambers be removed immediately  .. is there any questions? 
 
MB: My question is .. is this part of the sign offensive?  Is that?… Has the staff 
brought forward that. 
 
JT: That’s a very good question .  Could I ask for a short break your worship while I 
discuss that with the staff member? 
 
JC: Sure. 
 
[00:09:45] JC: Thank you. 
 
[break] 
 
[00:10:30] JC: Ok you’ve had enough time? 
 
JT: Yes thank you. 
 
JC:  Ok we’re back in. 
 
JT: Um … the employee involved has explained to me that they do not wish to hold 
up council proceedings any further so I will withdraw the recommendation … 
[unintelligible] at this time 
 
[10:52]  JC: OK so that’s withdrawn 
 
[other business] 
 
 
[54:34] JC: OK we’re back in session. 
 
JT: Point of order your worship.. I have been asked to reintroduce the motion   
introduced earlier to have the sign removed in its entirety by another one of our 
employees and I’ve been informed that our CAO will not come down and take part in our 
public discussions until it is removed … so I think we have an obligation to our 
employees to carry forward 
 
JC: Does the seconder agree to reintroduce? 
 
JK: Sure 

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


 
Unidentified councillor: Excuse me should this not be done in closed? 
 
MB: I would like to know the identity of this individual. 
 
JC: Of the staff member?   
 
MB: Absolutely. 
 
JC: OK it’s a point of order …Under a matter of .. can we do that ?[to Clerk]  ….we 
cannot go into closed … so .. we will deal with the matter  … who’s the seconder on the 
motion … 
 
JK: I was 
 
JC:  Do you agree with reintroducing it?   
 
JK:  yes 
 
JC: Is there any discussion? 
 
MB: point of order … 
 
JC: Yes? 
 
MB: Point of order this should be in closed 
 
MB: And I was saying that … 
 
MB:  And this is an identifiable person …  
 
JC: or persons 
 
MB:  or persons 
 
JC: I’m not sure that that’s a necessity for .. it’s ?? we have had a staff … it’s a matter 
brought forward …Council can overrule me with two-thirds motion but I’m going to rule 
that we proceed with the resolution… 
 
JK: I think that the request for the name could be dealt with at a further date .. once 
we’ve advertised for a closed session .. brought forward at that time .. if the information 
couldn’t be revealed.   
 
JC: OK … Anybody can ask for a reversal of my decision … any further discussion?  
OK … resolution says for the sign removed in it’s entirety …  All in favour?... Opposed 
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[only Jackson and Bowman opposed]..  that’s carried.  And we ask for the sign to be 
removed in it’s entirety. 
 
Citizen:  are you asking me to remove the sign? 
 
JC: No we’re telling you or it will be confiscated 
 
Citizen: Is that an order? 
 
JC: That is the wishes of this council.  Yes 
 
Citizen: So you’re asking me to remove the sign? 
 
JC: We are ordering the sign removed. 
 
Citizen: Can you state under what authority you have to order the sign removed? 
 
JC: Under the municipal act and under the workplace health and safety act 
 
Citizen:  You have .. can you state clearly 
 
JC: Under that section yes 
 
Citizen: Are you stating that you have the authority to remove that sign? 
 
JC: Council has asked that it be removed.. Council wishes, by a majority of this 
council, asking it to be removed. 
 
Citizen: I’m asking if you have, …how you have the authority,  how council has 
the authority, to have the sign removed,  to order me to remove that sign … for the 
record,  sir 
 
JC:  we are in control of our meetings, and we are asking you by a majority rule, to 
remove the sign … from the health and safety act 
 
Citizen: I’m asking where you have the authority, what authority you have 
 
JT: Asked and answered 
 
JC: We have passed a resolution, and the resolution has been passed by a majority. 
 
Citizen: [removing sign] I do this under duress, you are not answering my question, you 
are not answered what authority, but to keep the meeting going I will do it, but I do it 
under duress, and this is not the end of it. 
 
JC:  again it is a resolution of council by the  
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Citizen: I heard you… I heard you. 
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